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I was born and raised in Romania, Eastern Europe. At the age of 18, I left Romania for a job in 

Dubai. While residing there I met my other half, Dave, a Bakersfield native. We got married, 

traveled places and in 2008 we settled in Bakersfield, in the Silvercreek Community.  

 

As an immigrant I needed to ensure that I understood the public education system so I could be 

a key contributor to our son’s education. Soon after Jake, our son, entered kindergarten at 

Suburu, I signed up to volunteer in many capacities: Parent Teacher Club, School Site Council, 

District English Learners Advisory Committees, Book Fair Co-Chair and I helped in the 

classroom with various tasks. In 2014 I was elected as a Trustee on Lakeside USD Board, 

where I currently serve as President.  

 

I’ve placed a high priority on my professional development in order to be a valuable voice in the 

board room. My focus points beside finance and policy oversight are: the safety of our students 

and staff, nutrition, equitable education and creating collaborative relationships at the local and 

state level so we can better serve our students.  

 

In 2018 I was elected as a Kern County Delegate Assembly member for the California School 

Board Association. CSBA is a non-profit education association representing the elected officials 

who govern public school districts and county offices of education. CSBA brings together school 

governing boards and administrators from districts and county offices of education to advocate 

for effective policies that advance the education and well-being of the state’s more than 6 million 

school-age children. 

 

 

Community Involvement:  

 

I believe it takes a village to build a great community. I dedicate a small portion of my time to 

serve as a board member on a local non-profit organization called Apple Core Inc, which aims 

to end hunger in Kern County. 

 

 I also volunteer for WarmLine, a long-time local non-profit that provides a peer mentor program 

for mothers with young children, focusing on positive parenting and healthy family relationships.  

 

Profession: 

 

I am licensed aesthetician and small business owner. I often joke and say that I didn’t work a 

day in my life for I do what I love.  

 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out should you need any information.  

 

Email: gschmidt@lakeside.org 


